



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Truth lidden when not sought after. 193

all this varied negligence sufficient to account for the
varieties of religious opinion which we see all arouna
us? Do not these two facts just illustrate each other;
the discordance of our religious opinions needing some
explanation; and our actual indolence and negligence
in seeking the truth accounting for it? How many
sects, all professing Christianity, but opposed to each
other, dishonour this country! Doubtless if men sought
the truth with one tenth part of the zeal with which
they seek to acquire wealth or secular knowledge, their
differences would diminish year by year. Doubtless if
they gave a half or a quarter of the time to prayer for
Divine guidance which they give to amusement or re-
creation, or which they give vo dispute and contention,
they would ever be approximating to each other. We
differ in opinion; therefore we cannot all be right;
many must be wrong; many must be turned from the
truth; and why is this, but on account of that undeni-
able fact which we see before us, that we do not pray
and seek for the Truth?

But this melancholy diversity is sometimes explained,
as I just now hinted, in another way. Some men will
tell us that this difference of opinion in religious matters
which exists, is a proof, not that the Truth is withheld
from us on account of our negligence in seeking it, but
that religious truth is not worth seeking at all, or that
it is not given us. The present confused and perplexed
state of things, which is really a proof of God’s anger

[vi] 0
















































































































































































































































